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The rise of the United States of
America (USA)

Activity 1: Recent history of USA from the Civil War to its present
political and economic superiority

Read the following sources on how the country was divided because of slavery.

g R
Source 1 Source 2

Made so plain by our good Father in

Heaven, that all feel and understand it, even
down to brutes and creeping insects. The
ant, who has toiled and dragged a crumb
to his nest, will furiously defend the fruit of
his labour against whatever robber assails
- him. So plain, that the most dumb and
' stupid slave that ever toiled for a master,
- : does constantly know that he is wronged.

THE UNITED STATES—A BLACK BUSINESS So plain that no one, high or low, ever does
A cartoon strip published in 2011 mistake it, except in a plainly selfish way; for
although volume upon volume is written to

Study the cartoon above. Who is Prove slavery a very good thing, we never
against slavery? Who is supporting hear of the man who wishes to take the good

slavery? Why do you think they of it, by being a slave himself.

had different opinions about slave Abraham Lincoln’s speech on slavery 1858

trade?
Source 3

“We are proclaiming ourselves political hypocrites before the world, by thus fostering Human
Slavery and proclaiming ourselves, at the same time, the sole friends of human freedom”
Abraham Lincoln’s speech at Springfield, Illinois October 4, 1854

Read source 2 and 3. What was Abraham Lincoln’s view on slave trade? Explain.
- J

The Civil War and the World War 1 period

The history of the USA from the Civil War to the World I War period is covered in
the years of 1861 to 1918. This period was known as the Reconstruction Period.

In this period, there was industrial progress as well as immigration of the people
in the USA.
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Fig. 1.1: The map of USA during the Reconstruction Period

There was an extensive network of railways at the North thataided in transportation
of raw materials and finished products from manufacturers.

The growth of the economy in the North was also aided by the many banks and
financial markets that availed capital to the investors.

However, with the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, the economy of the USA was
immensely damaged. Property worth millions were destroyed and a lot of money
was used to finance the army through the purchase of guns, food and paying the
army personnel their salary. These economic challenges led to shortage of food
as well as reduction on exports. These challenges also led to printing of paper
money, which resulted to inflation.
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Fig. 1.2: USA paper money




With the inflation, workers demanded higher wages or salaries. The rich
businessmen were also not spared. They complained of a heavy tax burden on
their shoulders.

Note ! The Civil War in USA left the country’s economy on its knees. The earlier
economic gains the country had were watered down due to this war.

Politically, the Southern states had seceded and were now known as the Confederate
states. Republican party was the ruling party during this war. Therefore, its policies
were meant to subdue the Southerners.

There were conditions for African Americans to fulfill to be allowed to vote. Voting
was based on the amount of property and the level of education an individual had.

Activity 2: Developments of USA from Civil War to World War 1
period

Economic development of the USA before the end of World War 1

The last quarter of the 19" Century saw unprecedented industrial growth in the
USA. There was improvement of infrastructure that enabled people to travel.
It also made trading easier. Communication networks were enhanced through
invention of telephone and telegraph.

There was also the influx of foreigners who came with new ideas to USA. As
migration was taking place there was urbanisation. The growth of urban centres
enabled people to share ideas on how to make their lives better.

Many Americans became entrepreneurs, this led to establishment of banking and
financial organisations. Banks provided credit facilities to investors. There was
also an upsurge of insurance firms which covered business risks.

There was the invention of electricity. This provided energy to run engines in
factories. With the invention of electric power, there was mass production of
industrial goods.

There was emergence of a new class of entrepreneurs in the USA. Their ideas
came to propel economic growth. They included; John D. Rockefeller, Andrew
Carnegie and John Jacob Astor.




There was modernisation of agriculture in
the USA. Several machines were invented
for example, the Mechanical Thresher that
made work easier. USA also came up with
crop zoning system in which different areas
could specialise in one crop, for example,
the tobacco that was grown in Maryland. It
also came up with Agricultural Extension
Officers who gave advice to farmers on
crops to plant in a given type of soil.

AR
() Fig: 1:3: Johi D Rockefeller
"4 Group work s

USA experienced a great development after the Civil War. Our country is
expected to also develop after the ongoing Civil War, but change is slow.

Identify and discuss the economic challenges facing our country since the
Civil War and independence. Suggest solutions to some of the problems that
you have discussed. Explain how the solutions will be helpful in the future
economic growth of our country. Each group leader to present to the class

what you have discussed.

Political Development of the USA before the end of the World War 1

The period before the outbreak of World War I saw a lot of concert in Europe.
There was a lot of tension and disputes that resulted into small-scale wars. The
USA at this time decided to honour the Monroe Doctrine of 1823, which forbade
Americans from getting involved in European affairs whatsoever. This made USA
adopt an isolationist foreign policy.

During this moment, USA built a strong military force making her to start
acquiring super power status. With a strong military force, USA was able to win
some wars, for example, the war against Spain.




Source 4

. Why do you think the source
is important?

Imagine what difference
adopting the bill of rights must
have made to US society.

A copy of USA constitution on the national

archives catalog newsletter
-

The system of government in USA is analysed at two levels. They include:

A. National level
B. Local level

A. National Level
At national level, the government of USA comprises of three arms, which are:

1. The Legislature
2. 'The Executive
3. 'The Judiciary

1. The Legislature

The legislative arm of the government is known as the Congress, which comprises
of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

There are two senators representing the state regardless of the size of the state or the
population of the state. That means that there are one hundred Senators in the Senate.
They serve a period of six years. There are Senate elections every three years whereby
only half of the Senate is subjected to elections. This move ensures continuity and
experience should the Senate be composed of first time senators only.




For one to qualify for elections at the senate, one must be at least thirty years and
must have been an American citizen for at least nine years.

The Senate approves appointments by the president for example, Cabinet
Secretaries, Federal Judges and Ambassadors. The Senate also performs legislative
functions by initiating bills and discussing them. It has powers to endorse and
ratify treaties as well as control foreign policies. It also approves impeachment by
the House of Representatives.

The House of Representatives are elected at constituency level for a term of two
years and can be re-elected. The total number of members of the House is 435.
The population of voters determines the number representing each state.

The House of Representatives has powers to initiate impeachment of any member
of the executive and also to originate revenue bills.

The functions of the Congress therefore include the following:

1. The main duty is legislative role. The two houses are tasked with the
responsibility of making laws then send them to the president to assent them.
The congress also amend laws after the approval of all states.

3. It approves the taxation measures of the government as well as ensuring that
public expenditure is properly used and accounted for.

4. 'The two houses also offer checks and balances on the Executive. They do this
by making the Executive answerable to their actions and passing impeachment
motion against a member of the Executive.

5. 'The Senate and the President must give approval to a treaty before it is made.

6. 'The Senate and the President appoints senior civil servants like the Ambassadors.

7. The Congress can appoint a commission of inquiry to investigate any matter
of national interest.

8. The Congress represents the interest of the people who elect them at various
levels.




Fig. 1.4: The USA Congress in Washington DC

Group work

Havmg learnt about legislation in the USA, what lessons do you thlnk there
might be for South Sudan and why? Provide a list of your suggestions.

2. The Executive

The Executive is composed of:
a) The President

b) The Vice-President
¢) The Cabinet and the Civil Service
The political party that wins in an election forms the Executive.

a) The President

For one to qualify to be elected as the president of America, he or she:
(i) Must be an American citizen by birth.

(ii) Must be at least 35 years old.
(iii)Must have been a resident of America for fourteen years.
The functions of the president of America are:

(i) He or sheis the Head of State, welcomes foreign government representatives,
officiate at national ceremonies and represents USA abroad.




(ii) He or she is responsible for the execution of policies and laws passed by the
Congress.

(iii) He or she appoints Senior Servants, Cabinet Secretaries and Directors of
Agencies with the approval of the Senate.

(iv) He or she is the national voice of the people.

(v) He or she is the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

(vi) He or she is responsible for keeping Congress informed of international
developments.

(vii) The President initiates bills and builds consensus to make sure legislators
oppose or support his or her legislative agenda in the Congress by persuading
them.

(viii)The President is the head of his or her party and can use this position to his
or her advantage to ensure support of the Congressmen. The powers of the
president of America is checked and controlled by the following:

(i) The Congress, which has many roles, including:

« Approving the appointment of senior government officials by the
President. The President therefore needs to work well with members of
the congress in order to enjoy their majority support.

« Approving the expenditure of the government and can equally refuse the
use of some funds.

» Passingavote of no confidence to the sitting President and his government.
This creates a need to be responsive to avoid their onslaught.

(ii) The public opinion, which must be respected not only by the President but also
by the legislators. Public opinion is usually gathered through opinion polls.
(iii)Pressure groups, for example those from the civil society which provide a

check on the government and the President.

(iv) The constitution, which limits the Presidential terms to two of four years each.

(v) The Supreme Court, which can declare that the President acted

‘unconstitutionally’ Such a declaration damages the status of the decision he

or she has taken.

(vi) The mass media also acts as a check on the President as every of his or her

action is closely monitored.
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Fig. 1.5: The 45" US President Donald Trump

b) The Vice President

The Vice-President of the USA is elected alongside the President. During
campaigns, the President nominates a running mate who upon winning is sworn
in as the Vice-President. The Vice-President will serve until the end of the term of
the sitting President. If the sitting President dies, removed from office or resigns,
the Vice-President then serve as the President for the rest of the term.

The Vice-President is the most senior official among the Cabinet. Qualifications
for one to be elected Vice-President are:

(i) Must be an American citizen by birth.
(ii) Must be at least 35 years old.
(iii)Must have been a resident in USA for at least 14 years.

The Vice-President chairs Senate meetings and votes in an event of a tie in the
Senate over an issue.




Fig. 1.6: US Vice President Mike Pence

¢) The Cabinet

The President with the approval of the Congress appoints the Cabinet. Those
appointed to the Cabinet are people with good administrative skills as well as
experts in their respective areas.

The Cabinet is an intimate advisory body to the President, whose members meet

often to discuss policy matters of the government. Each Cabinet Secretary holds a
department with which he or she is fully responsible for its policies and decisions.

3. The Judiciary

The Judicial System of USA is divided into two: State Courts and Federal Courts.
State Courts have their jurisdiction within a given state and its constitution. They
are the arbiters of state laws and constitutions. The Judges of State Courts are
elected on short-term basis.

Federal Courts are composed of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, District
Courts, Court of Claims and the Court of International Trade (Court of Customs).
Decisions of the lower courts can be appealed at the Court of Appeal. If one is still
dissatisfied with the decision of the Court of Appeal, they can go to the Supreme
Court which may decide to handle the case or not.

The Supreme Court is the highest federal court of the United States. However,
some states have intermediary courts known as Appeal Courts. Below Appeal
Courts are State Trial Courts also known as Circuit or District Courts.




The judges of the Supreme Court are nine in number and are appointed by the
President with the approval of the Senate. The judges serve for life so long as
they maintain ethical and moral standards. They can only be impeached if they
misbehave, become corrupt or incompetent.

Fig. 1.7: USA law court

B. At Local Levels

The USA is composed of semi-autonomous fifty states controlled by governors
and represented by Senators in the Senate. Each state has a Bicameral Legislature
(two chambers of the House).

Each state has the following responsibilities:

(i) Have law courts that handle its judicial matters.

(ii) Provide public amenities such as educational facilities and health facilities.
(iii)Generate revenue to help discharge her responsibilities.

(iv) Create a police force that helps in maintenance of law and order.

The constitution prohibits states from doing the following:

(i) Making own currency.

(ii) Forming and maintaining armed forces.

(iii)Levying duties on imports and exports unless the Congress approves.

(iv) Entering into any agreement with foreign powers or engaging in war.

(v) Entering into any treaty, alliance or confederation with other states or
countries.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































