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EARLY CIVILISATIONS

Introduction

Definition of civilisation

Civilisationrefers to an advanced state of human society that has developed
in all spheres of life. A civilised society has a superior culture compared
to other cultures. Civilisation is a complex way of life that came about as
people began to develop urban settlements. The earliest civilisation was
after 3000 BC when the rise of agriculture allowed people to have surplus
food and economic stability. Different societies have different ideas about
the precise meaning of civilisation.

Activity 1 Early civilisations in Ancient Egypt
Evolution and development of Egyptian civilisation

The history of Ancient Egypt can be looked at from the onset of Dynastic
Period ruled by kings or pharaohs. This Dynasty started with King Narmer
around 3100 BCE and lasted for more than 3000 years. It ended in 30 BCE
with the death of Cleopatra VII.

Early Egyptian civilisation thrived between 3100 BCE and 30 BCE and
influenced other early civilisations in Greece and Rome.

The growth of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation was after a series of stable
kingdoms, which were separated by periods of relative instability. Egypt
reached the pinnacle of its power in the new kingdom during the reign
of Ramesside. It rivaled the Hittite Empire, Assyrian Empire and Mitanni
Empire after which it entered a period of slow decline. Egypt was invaded and
conquered by a succession of foreign powers such as Canaanites, Libyans,
Persians and Macedonians.

In the aftermath of Alexander the Great’s death, one of his generals, Ptolemy
Soter established himself as the new ruler of Egypt. The Greek Ptolemaic
Kingdom ruled Egypt from 305 BC to 30 BC after which it fell to the Roman
Empire and became a Roman province.




Fig 1.1: Ancient Egyptian town

The success of Ancient Egyptian civilisation came partly from its ability to
adapt to the condition of the Nile River Valley for agriculture. The predictable
flooding and controlled irrigation of the fertile Valley produced surplus crops,
which supported a dense population, social development and culture. With
resources to spare, the administration sponsored mineral exploitation of the
valley and the surrounding desert regions. With the early development of an
independent writing system, the Organisation of the collective structure and
agricultural projects, and the trade with their neighbours and military. They
intended to defeat foreign enemies and assert Egyptian dominance.

@\
(‘) Work to do

We have learnt that civilisation involves cultural transformation. Which
aspects of culture are influenced by the development of civilisation?

The achievements of the Egyptian civilisation

The achievements of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation include quarrying,
surveying and construction techniques that supported the building of the
monumental pyramids, temples and obelisks. A system of mathematics, a
practical effective system of medicine, irrigation systems and agricultural




production techniques, the ship building technique, Egyptian faience and
glass technology, new forms of literature and the earliest known peace treaty
made with Hittites.

Ancient Egypt left a lasting legacy in art. Its art and architecture was widely
copied while its antiquities
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Its monumental ruins have
inspired the imagination
of travelers and writers
for centuries. A new found
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(Source 1.1

The Egyptian tombs contained biographical texts. Many were just self
praising but others were real records of the tomb owner’s achievements.
‘His Majesty sent me to Hatnub in order to bring a great altar of travertine of
Hatnub. I brought this altar down for him in 17 days. After it had been quarried
at Hatnub, I had it transported downstream in the barge that I had made for
it, a barge of acacia wood of 60 cubits in length and 30 cubits in width. It was
built in 17 days and in the third month of summer, when there was no water on
sandbanks, it was safely moored at the pyramid of King Merenre.’

(A text found on the walls of Hatnub quarries in Middle Egypt)

Study the above source and answer the following questions.
1. What are the key messages the writer is trying to convey?
2. What do you think was the importance of writing texts on pyramid walls?

.

Note!

Egypt is known worldwide for having pyramids. It is this technology of
building pyramids that shaped Ancient Egyptian civilisation.




The decline of Egyptian civilisation

The Egyptian civilisation started to decline around 1100 BC. During this
period, Pharaoh Ramses III led Egypt into a war in an attempt to conquer
Syria. This war was costly and drained the treasury of Egypt. In 945 BC,
Egypt was conquered and ruled by a succession of different foreign powers.
This marked the decline of the great Egyptian civilisation.

Activity 2 The Benin civilisation

Benin was a pre-colonial empire located in what is now Southern Nigeria.
The Benin Empire was one of the oldest and most highly developed states
in West Africa dating from 11" Century to 1897 when it was annexed by the
British.

The origin and development of Benin civilisation

The original inhabitants of the Benin Empire were the Edo people who were
ruled by ‘the kings of sky’ known as Ogiso. In the 12™ Century, a great palace
intrigue and battle for power erupted between the warrior Crown Prince
Ekaladerhan, son of the last Ogiso and his young paternal uncle. In anger
over an oracle, Prince Ekaladerhan left the royal court with his warriors.
When his old father, the Ogiso died, the Ogiso dynasty ended as the people
and the royal king makers preferred their king’s son as natural next in line to rule.

By 15% Century, Benin had expanded into a thriving city- state. The king in
place, the Oba, expanded the city state into an empire.

BENIN
EMPIRE
y
O'Edo
city
KEY
Benin Empire
[_] Present Day Benin
o The Empireis capital 0 500 1000 km

Fig 1.3: Map of Benin civilisation
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Source 1.2
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\_ The Great Wall of Benin J

Benin Wall

Benin bronze

Study the above pictures and answer the following questions.
1. In groups, discuss the significance of the Benin Wall and bronze.

2. Account for the achievements in art of the Benin civilisation using
the above pictures.

The decline of the Benin civilisation

The Empire declined after 1700. Benin’s power and wealth was continuously
flourishing in the 19" Century with development of trade in palm oil,
textiles, ivory and other resources. To preserve Benin’s independence, the
Oba banned the export of goods from Benin until the trade was exclusively
in palm oil.

By the last half of the 19™ century, Britain entered the kingdom with the
aim of controlling the trade. They wanted to access the kingdom’s rubber
resources to support their own growing tire market. By 1892, the British had
taken control of the kingdom. In 1897, Britain attacked and burned the city
destroying everything after seven British representatives had been killed in
the Empire. This marked the decline of the Benin Empire.



L\
(‘) Work to do

In your own words, compare the factors that led to successful civilisation
in Benin and Egypt.

Activity 3 Early Chinese civilisation

Chinese history of civilisation began around 1500 BC along the banks of
the Huang He or Yellow River. The onset of civilisation is believed to have
been as a result of invaders from North West who brought the ideas of wheat
and barley cultivation, casting of bronze, writing and use of horses. Because
these techniques were of Mesopotamia, it is therefore right to conclude that
the Chinese civilisation was influenced by Sumerians.

During the classical period, China was ruled by three dynasties namely; the
Chou, the Ch'’in, and the Han. Chou dynasty was the longest starting from
1027 BC to 256 BC.

These dynasties were able to establish a strong centralised system of
government enabling the stability and growth of the kingdom. There were
provinces under bureaus or departments which were responsible to the
emperor.

Fig 1.4: The Great Wall of China

Source 1.3

“For four generations now, Qin has won victory. Its armies are the strongest in the
world and its authority sways the other feudal lords. It did not reach this position
by benevolence and righteousness, but by taking advantage of its opportunities.
That’s all.




From Li Si Records-Chief Minister to Qin Shi Huangdi.
(Paludan, 2008, p.20)
Read the source above and answer the following questions.

1. From the source above, identify the factors that led to the growth of
Ancient Chinese civilisation.

2. Describe the roles of the rulers of dynasties in the Chinese
civilisation with reference to the source above.

The achievements of the Chinese civilisation

The Ancient Chinese had put a lot of emphasis in technology and arts. These
efforts let to advancement in the two fields which are still emphasised by
today’s scholars.

) ) . e
Ancient Chinese invented a lot

of things that we still use today.
These things include paper, silk,
rubber, wheelbarrows among
others.

The most significant civilisation
that the Chinese came up with
was the gunpowder. They used
gunpowder in wars just like we
use today. In fact, we do not use
the gunpowder as much as the
Ancient China did. L

Another significant invention was Fig 1.5: Chinese architecture

the fireworks. They were originally

used to put on shows. Later, they used the fireworks to scare enemies.
Ancient China had the Silk Road which was a network of trade routes that
connected the East and the West. The routes were named Silk Road due to
trading of silk, gold, ivory, among other commodities. Other commodities
sold on the Silk Road were weapons, silk inventions among others. The Silk
Road trade routes were important because they allowed the Chinese to trade
easily hence developing their empires.

Ancient China had built a great wall that was used to keep the enemies away
from north. The Great Wall was built in the 7™ Century BC.






























































































































































































































































































































