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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

How to take care of your books. 

Please cover with plastic or paper. (old newspaper or magazines) 
Please make sure you have clean hands before you use your book. 
Always use a book marker do not fold the pages. 
If the book is damaged please repair it as quickly as possible. 
Be careful who you lend your schoolbook to. 
Please keep the book in a dry place. 
When you lose your book please report it immediately to your teacher.

Don’ts 
1.  Do not write on the book cover or inside pages. 
2.  Do not cut pictures out of the book. 
3.  Do not tear pages out of the book. 
4.  Do not leave the book open and face down. 
5.  Do not use pens, pencils or something thick as a book mark. 
6.  Do not force your book into your schoolbag when it is full. 
7.  Do not use your book as an umbrella for the sun or rain. 
8.  Do not use your book as a seat.  
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Check your knowledge

As a class

1.	 Study the pictures below. Identify each leader and the country he/
she led. 

2.	 Discuss their contributions to their countries. 

1.

Unit 
1 Leadership

A

C

B

D

E F
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Activity 1: Defining leadership

As a class

Read and compare the provided definitions of leadership and 
discuss whether they currently reflect your own understanding of 
this term. Explain your responses.

a.	 Bryson & Crosby (1992) defines leadership as the inspiration and 
mobilisation of others to undertake collective action in pursuit of the 
common good.

b.	 Davis (1967) defines leadership as the human factor which binds a 
group together and motivates it towards goals. 

c.	 In today’s world, leadership is the ability to guide others, set and 
achieve challenging goals, take swift and decisive action, and 
inspire others to perform well.

Leadership provides direction for a country. It is all about setting a 
positive example for others to follow. Effective leadership involves a 
strong character. Leaders exhibit honesty, integrity, trustworthiness 
and ethics. Leaders are helpful by nature and truly concerned about 
others’ well-being. 

In pairs

Read the key vocabularies below and come up with your own definitions 
of each word. Construct sentences using each word to help bring out 
the meaning in each word.

Key vocabulary: Inspiration, honesty, integrity, trustworthiness,        	  
ethics.
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Activity 2: Listening to speeches by president 
Obama and Dr. Garang

As a class

a.	 Using a voice recorder or a mobile phone connected to an external 
loud speaker, listen to Dr. John Garang New Sudan Speech from 
the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEE3-wag-B4.

b.	 Using similar devices, listen to Obama’s victory speech from the 
link below: 
http://www.persuasive-speechesnow.com/watch-obama-victory-speech-
video.html

Alternatively;
Listen carefully as your teacher reads Dr. Garang’s New Sudan speech and 
the victory speech by president Barrack Obama. 

In groups

1.	 Discuss the key messages in both Dr. Garang’s and president 
Obama’s speeches. What lessons can we people of South Sudan 
learn from these speeches. 

2.	 Choose a group representative to present your answers to the class.
3.	 In the same groups, discuss the following techniques used to make 

a speech persuasive. Add other examples and show in sample 
sentences how they have been used.
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Technique Examples
Flattery - complimenting your 

audience. 

Opinion - a personal viewpoint often 
presented as if fact. 

Hyperbole - exaggerated language 
used for effect. 

Personal pronouns - ‘I’, ‘you’ and 
‘we’. 

Imperative command - instructional 
language. 

Triples - three points to support an 
argument.

Emotive language - vocabulary to 
make the audience/reader feel a 
particular emotion. 

Statistics and figures - factual data 
used in a persuasive way. 

Rhetorical question - a question 
which implies its own answer. 

A person of your intelligence 
deserves much better than this.

In my view, this is the best thing to 
have ever happened.

It is simply out of this world -  
stunning! 

You are the key to this entire idea 
succeeding - we will be with you all 
the way. I can’t thank you enough!

Get on board and join us!

Safer  s t reets  mean comfort , 
reassurance and peace of mind for 
you, your family and your friends.

There are thousands of animals at 
the mercy of our selfishness and 
disregard for kindness.

80% of people agreed that this would 
change their community for the 
better.

Who doesn’t want success?

In pairs

1.	 Based on the information above about the techniques used to 
make a speech persuasive, discuss how Dr. Garang and president 
Obama made their speeches persuasive. Cite relevant phrases and 
sentences from their speeches.

2.	 In the same pairs, compare and contrast Dr. Garang’s and president 
Obama’s speech.
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Activity 3: Reading about the inspiring  
leadership traits

As a class

Read the following passage about the inspiring leadership traits 
as demonstrated by Martin Luther King. Answer the questions that 
follow.

I have a dream speech

Great leaders do not sugar-coat reality

This speech came at a critical point in the civil rights movement. Dr. King 
did not pull any punches. He faced the most brutal facts of his current 
reality. Referring to Abraham Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation, he 
acknowledged.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, 
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and 
the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a 
lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One 
hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American 
society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we’ve come here 
today to dramatise a shameful condition.

Great leaders engage the heart

While logic may compel the mind, stories and metaphors move the heart. 
This is the difference between offering information and inspiration. To cite but 
one example in the speech, Dr. King states, 

“In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to cash a check. When the 
architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and 
the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to 
which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, 
yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It is obvious today that 
America has defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of 
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has 
given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked 
‘insufficient funds.”
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Great leaders refuse to accept the status quo

In fact, I would say that this is the defining characteristic of real leaders. 
They are not passive; they are active. They are unwilling to acquiesce to their 
circumstances. Dr. King continues:

“But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to 
believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of 
this nation. And so we have come to cash this check, a check that will give us 
upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice.”

Great leaders create a sense of urgency

They are impatient—in a good way. They refuse to just sit by and let things 
take their natural course. They have a sense of urgency and communicate it. 
Dr. King says,

“We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce 
urgency of Now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take 
the tranquilising drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises 
of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of 
segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation 
from the quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now 
is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children. It would be fatal 
for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment.”

Great leaders call people to act in accord with their highest values

It would be easy for the civil rights movement to change tactics and resort 
to violence. Some did. However, like Nelson Mandela did when he became 
president of South Africa, Dr. King called his people to a higher standard:

“But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm 
threshold which leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining 
our rightful place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek 
to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and 
hatred. We must ever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and 
discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical 
violence. Again and again we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force.”
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Great leaders refuse to settle

It would have been easy for Dr. King to negotiate a compromise, to settle for 
less than his vision demanded. But he was stubborn—in a good sense. He 
persisted, and his called his followers to persevere:

“There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, ‘When will you be 
satisfied?’ We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the 
unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as 
our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels 
of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long 
as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he 
has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied and we will not be 
satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”

Great leaders acknowledge the sacrifice of their followers

They notice the effort their people have expended. They verbalise and affirm 
it:

“I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and 
tribulations. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you 
have come from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by the 
storms of persecutions and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You 
have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith 
that unearned suffering is redemptive.”

Great leaders paint a vivid picture of a better tomorrow

Leaders can never, never, never grow weary of articulating their vision. They 
must be clear and concrete. They have to help their followers see what they 
see:

“I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former 
slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together 
at the table of brotherhood. I have a dream that one day even the state of 
Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the 
heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character. I have a dream today!
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I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with 
its governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and 
nullification; one day right down in Alabama little black boys and black girls 
will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and 
brothers. I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill 
and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and 
the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed and all flesh shall see it together.”

(Adopted from https://michaelhyatt.com/eight-leadership-lessons-from-
martin-luther-king-jr/)

In groups

a.	 What do you appreciate about Martin Luther King’s leadership?.
b.	 What lessons on leadership can we learn as responsible citizens of 

South Sudan today?

As a class

Read the following passage about the leadership of Nelson 
Mandela and answer the questions that follow.

Nelson Mandela, or “Madiba” as he was affectionately known, died at the 
age of 95. “Our nation has lost its greatest son; our people have lost a father.  
Although we knew that this day would come nothing can diminish our sense 
of a profound and enduring loss,” said Zuma. He left a huge inspirational 
vacuum. What made Mandela a great leader who achieved almost universal 
respect around the world and across the political spectrum?

Mandela helped to unite South Africa as it dismantled apartheid, the cruel 
system of white minority rule. He symbolised for all of Africa a commitment to 
democracy and freedom.

He was a man of quiet dignity to match his towering achievements; a man 
with an ever radiant smile and immense and humble sense of humor. Mandela 
was a rare visionary who would see beyond the current struggles and pain. 
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He was convinced that one day, the best parts of humanity would prevail 
over the worst parts. He even inspired his enemies to be better than they had 
been through forgiveness and reconciliation. The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission he established is a great model for achieving justice in all nations 
where human rights abuses occurred and pain needs to be healed.

One of the clear things that propelled Mandela to greatness amidst his suffering 
and depersonalisation in prison was forgiving his jailors, feeling compassion 
for those who had caused him pain and his desire for reconciliation. Mandela 
had the capacity to transcend himself for the sake of those around him and 
higher causes. His personal pain at causing his family to suffer, seeing the 
nation he led sink into corruption, and admitting his own mistakes, after all he 
fought for after his release from prison, never overwhelmed him nor stopped 
his resolve to make things better. Mandela was not a perfect man, and in 
acknowledging his flaws, he becomes even greater.

Zelda la Grange, Mandela’s personal assistant for almost two decades who 
said Mandela’s “exceptionalism” was because he inspired people to forgive, 
to reconcile, to be selfless and tolerant and to maintain dignity no matter what 
the circumstances.

Mandela once said, “It is better to lead from behind and to put others in front 
especially when you celebrate victory when nice things occur. You take the 
front line when there is danger. Then people will appreciate your leadership.” 
In many ways, Mandela was a mindful leader, having invested hugely in 
developing his self-awareness and managing his emotions. A truly mindful 
leader gets their own life in order first before engaging in advising others to 
do the same.

Nelson Mandela was a beacon of hope, and like Gandhi before him, a shining 
example of what a leader can and should be. Mandela was a man of great 
compassion, forgiveness and humility. He will be sorely missed, but as has 
been said, “When you live on the hearts of those you love, you will never die.” 
(By Ray Williams)

In pairs

a.	 What are the responsibilities of a leader to his/ her country as 
depicted by Nelson Mandela in the passage?

b.	 Suppose you are a leader in your school, which principles would you 
put in place to ensure that you are a great leader like Mandela?
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Activity 4: Styles of leadership

In groups

1.	 Discuss the following styles of leadership:
a.	 Authoritarian
b.	 Democratic
c.	 Laissez-faire 
d.	 Participative

2.	 Which leadership style do you think is more beneficial to a country 
and why?

3.	 Bsaed on the prior knowledge gained on leadership styles, which 
style:
a.	 Is practiced in our country?
b.	 Would best suit our country? Give reasons why?

4.	 Select two members from your group to present the findings to the 
whole class.

As a class

Look at the pictures below. Which former head of state can you 
identify?

A B C

Book SB 2.indb   10 30/07/2018   4:38 PM



11

English Secondary 2 - Unit 1: Leadership    Learner’s Book

  
a.	 Which former head of state do you admire? Provide reasons why 

you admire the identified former head of state.
b.	 What do you know about the style of leadership each employed?
c.	 Discuss the impacts each leadership style had on the citizens of the 

countries led by these heads of states.

In pairs

1.	 Relate the former/current world and African leaders’ styles of 
leadership you discussed as a class with the current style of 
leadership in our country. What similarities and differences do they 
have? 

2.	 Present your discussion to the rest of the class.

Speech Writing

Individually

Read the information below on what a speech is all about.
A speech is meant to convey one’s thoughts or opinions, share 
information with or spread awareness among a large number of people. 
A good speech has clarity of thought, expression and accuracy of facts.
Can you remember the persuasive language techniques used in 
speeches? Refer back to the beginning of this unit and S1 as well.

D E F
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