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THE COMING OF EUROPEANS 
INTO AFRICA

UNIT 1

New words

Acquire: To get something and make it your own.

Alliance: A relationship between a group of people or states that 
have united for a mutual benefit.

Allienate: To cause someone stop supporting or agreeing with 
you. To take something from somebody forcefully and 
own it.

Civilisation: Any complex society characterised by urban 
development,social stratification imposed by a cultural 
elite, symbolic systems of communication such as writing 
systems.

Colonisation Imposition of political, social and economic control by a 
powerful nation on weaker nations.

Merchants People who trade with commodities produced by other 
people. 

Policy A set of principals that have been put in place to guide 
decision making.

Scorch-earth policy A military strategy that aims to destroy anything that 
the enemy might use to defeat them.

Significant Having great importance.

Strategy A high level plan to achieve a goal even with uncertain 
conditions in place.
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Activity 1	 The coming of Europeans into Africa

Colonisation refers to the establishment of political and economic control 
by one state over another. Colonial experience began in the late 1400s, when 
Europeans arrived and set up trading posts in Africa. In 1800s and 1900s, 
European powers dominated many parts of the continent.  This brought both 
negative and positive contributions in Africa. The following map shows how 
European powers shared up African continent.

BELGIAN

BRITISH

FRENCH

GERMAN

ITALIAN

PORTUGUESE

SPANISH

Not colonised

ATLANTIC OCEAN

INDIAN OCEAN

ETHIOPIAN 
EMPIRE

KEY

ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 
SUDAN 

Condominium

EQUATORIAL
AFRICA

NORTHERN
NIGERIA

SOUTHERN
NIGERIA

ERITREA

EGYPT

LIBYA

TUNISIA

ALGERIA

MOROCCO

RIO DE ORO

FRENCH WEST AFRICA

GUINEA (Spanish)

IFNI (Spain)

CAPE VERDE
(British)

SPANISH MOROCCO
MADIERA(Portuguese)

GOLD COASTSIERRA LEONE

LIBERIA

ITALIAN 
SOMALILAND

BRITISH 
EAST AFRICA

UGANDA

GERMAN 
EAST AFRICA ZANZIBAR (British)

TOGOLAND

CABINDA
(Portuguese)

ANGOLA

SOUTH WEST 
AFRICA

UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA

BELCHUANALAND

SOUTHERN
RHODESIA

NORTHERN
RHODESIA

NYASALAND

MOZAMBIQUE

COMOROS

SEYCHELLES

BELGIAN CONGO

KAMERUN

MADAGASCAR

MAURITIUS
SWAZILAND

BASUTOLAND

BRITISH 
SOMALILAND

FRENCH CONGO

FERNANDO
(Portuguese)

SAO TOME

GAMBIA
(British)

FRENCH SOMALILAND

GUINEA
(Portuguese)

European colonies in Africa.
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Pair work

Explore the reasons for the British occupation of Egypt and present your 
findings in class. 

Activity 2	 Patterns of European settlement in Africa 

The first European settlements in Africa were established by traders. 
Merchants generally operated independently. From time to time, they called 
on their home governments for help in dealing with hostile Africans. They 
later negotiated alliances and trading treaties with the African leaders. They 
also appointed officials to protect commercial interests at strategic points 
along the African coasts.
Christian missionaries were the first Europeans to establish cut posts in the 
interior of Africa. They also acted as intermediaries between Africans and 
European imperialists. Some missionaries provided essential information to 
European armies and supported military expedition against African groups 
that had refused to accept Christianity.  African rulers did not develop 
a common policy towards the Europeans. Some avoided contact with the 
Europeans.
However, many coastal states had already become too dependent on overseas 
trade hence it was hard to cut their ties with Europeans. 
Europeans also took advantage of the rivalries among Africans and forged 
alliances with some African communities against others. This made it easy for 
the Europeans to establish colonies and obtain raw materials from Africa.

The European powers that declared interest in Africa include;
(i)	 Belgium 		  (ii)	 France 

(iii)	 Britain 			  (iv)	 Portugal 

(v)	 Spain			   (vi)	 Germany

The Europeans who came to Africa were divided into three groups as follows;
a)	 Traders 		  b)	 Missionaries 

c)	 Explorers 
Those who came as traders had an intention of taking part and controlling 
African coastal trades.
The missionaries came mainly to spread Christianity.
The European explorers came to venture and discover how Africa looked like.
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Group work

1.	 Form three groups for missionaries, explorers and traders. Each group 
to identify personnels, reasons for their coming to Africa and how they 
differed in terms of attitude towards Africa.

2.	 Discuss about the first group to come into Africa and the items they 
brought. 

3.	 Mr. James loves adventure and travels to new places to know more about such 
places. 

	 There were also Europeans who came to Africa for the same purpose as Mr. 
James. 

	 Using reference materials find any three European visitors who came 
to Africa to learn more about it. State their countries of origin, the 
organisations that sent them and the reasons for coming to Africa.

4	 Select one representatives from your group to present the answers in 
class.

Activity 3	 Reasons for the coming of Europeans

The Europeans came to Africa for different reasons.
These reasons were:
a)	 Social reasons
b)	 Political reasons
c)	 Economic reasons
d)	 Strategic reasons

Class work

If European imperialists come to South Sudan today, what could be their main 
reason for making South Sudan their colony?

Social reasons

1.	 To stop slave trade.

	 Slave trade in Africa had begun way back in the 17th Century when there 
was a need of labourers to work in the European plantations in America. 
African slaves were considered energetic and resistant to diseases.

	 This stopped in the 19th Century when human rights organisations all 
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over the world vehemently opposed this act. Some European powers 
saw a need of coming to stop this trade and introduced legitimate trade.

2.	 To spread European civilisation
	 Europeans felt superior in all aspects of human life. Therefore, they felt 

that it was their duty to transform other parts of the world.   This made 
them to come to Africa to introduce their civilisation. 

The modes of dressing between Europeans and Africans was different.

3.	 To settle excess population. 

	 After a period of extensive industrial revolution, there was a tremendous 
political, social and economic developments in Europe. Because of the 
good and high living standards, European governments therefore took 
advantage of Africa to settle their excess population.

4.	 They came to spread Christianity in Africa.

	 Christianity spread to the rest of the world from Europe.  Mission 
societies sent their missionaries to Africa to set up mission centres and 
convert Africans to Christianity. 

5.	 To provide humanitarian assistance to Africans in terms of health.

	 European nations had an advanced health sector. They had made 
numerous inventions in the field of medicine during the period of Industrial 
Revolution.  They wanted to pass this to Africa.  They felt they had a duty 
to assist other people in curing diseases.

Political reasons 

i)	 Compensation of loss – France and British wanted colonies to compensate 
for their loss. For example, France had lost the two prestigious colonies 
of Lorrain and Alsace to German during France-Prussian war.
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ii)	 To acquire status and recognition – most of the European countries 
wanted to acquire status and recognition. 

iii)	 To show their power and prestige. 

Economic reasons 

i)	 Need for raw materials – Europeans needed raw materials for their 
industries from Africa such as cotton, rubbers, cloves, ivory and minerals.

ii)	 Market of accumulated capital – Europeans were looking for a place 
where their businessmen could invest their capital.

iii)	 Market for their manufactured goods – They wanted to get market 
abroad for their manufactured goods.

iv)	 To establish a trading centre in Africa  – There was a need to open up 
trading centres in Africa so that they could settle their surplus capital.

Strategic reasons

These were well organised schemes by the colonial powers to ensure that 
they equally benefited from the resources in the African continent. These 
reasons included;
i)	 Control of Suez Canal – They opened Suez Canal and it became the 

short cut from Britain to the Eastern World for example, China and 
India.

ii)	 Control of River Nile – Britain occupied Egypt, Sudan and Uganda in 
order to control River Nile and its sources.

iii)	 To control Indian Ocean – Occupation of the East African Coast also 
ensured control of the Indian Ocean and India.

Pair work

Discuss the following questions and present your answers in class.

i)  	 What happened during colonial imperialism in Africa?

ii)  	 Which were the major European countries that were involved with the 	
		  scramble for and partition of Africa?

iii)  	 Examine how the Africans were treated by imperialists.

Individual work

i)	 If Europeans were to colonise South Sudan today, what would be their 	
	 strategic reasons for doing this?

(ii)	 State and explain your answers.
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Activity 4	 Impact of the coming of Europeans

The coming of Europeans had massive impacts on the life of Africans. These 
effects include;

1.	 Africans lost their land

	 African land was alienated by Europeans. It is worth noting that African 
land was fertile and highly productive. This was an attractive resource 
to Europeans. The European powers brought many citizens from their 
countries and made them settlers on African land. Africans were forced 
into native reserves. This is one of the factors that would contribute to 
African nationalism in later years of this colonial period in Africa.

A group of Africans restricted in a native reserve in 1960s.

2.	 Africans lost their freedom

	 After being rendered landless by European settlers, Africans were 
restricted in reserves. They would not be allowed to move freely as 
their freedoms of association and movement were restricted. In some 
countries like Mozambique and Kenya,  Africans had some designed 
cards that would restrict them to certain areas of work.

3.	 Creation of boundaries 

	 This is the time Africa was divided into the countries we see today. By 
then this caused conflicts and divisions among Africans. Additionally, 
communities that had lived together all years of their existence got 
separated and found themselves in different countries. A good example 
of these communities includes the Maasai of Kenya and Tanzania as well 
as the Somali of Kenya and Somalia. 
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4.	 Loss of traditional authority

	 Africans lost their traditional independence. This happened to both 
the collaborators and resistant communities. Europeans imposed their 
administration on the Africans. The African chiefs were used as petty 
workers who implemented the policies of their colonial masters.

5.	 Decline of African traditional industries 

	 African cottage industries declined drastically after establishment of 
colonial rule in Africa. This was because one of the reasons why Europeans 
came to Africa was to find markets for their manufactured goods from 
their industries. This rendered African cottage industries useless. 

Juba city 

Other impacts of the coming of Europeans in Africa include: 
1.	 Introduction of money as a medium of exchange in trade. 
2	 Unfair treatment of Africans. 
3.	 Promotion of  Western culture and civilisation. 
4.	 Introduction of  Western education. 
5.	 Emergence of African elites.
6.	 It led to the development of urban centres such as Juba and Nairobi. 
7.	 It led to the introduction of christianity in Africa.
8.	 It led to loss of life during colonial invasions and during 

	 African resistance to colonialism.
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Pair work

1.	 Identify some commercial centre from South Sudan which were 
established during colonial period. 

2.	 Draw a table to categorise European powers with their colonies they 
acquired in Africa. 

Activity 5	 Response of Africans to Europeans’ colonial 
rule

Africans responded in two ways to the coming of the Europeans. 
These two ways were by collaboration and resistance.

a)	 Collaboration 

Collaboration was the act of accepting the colonial rule. Some African 
communities accepted the Europeans effort to colonise them. An example 
of a leader who collaborated is Lewanika of Lozi, Apollo Kagwa and  Semei 
Kakugulu of Uganda.

Lewanika of the Lozi Kingdom

The Lozi Kingdom was situated in the 
present-day Zambia. It was founded in 
the 17th Century.
During the pre-colonial period, the 
kingdom was ruled by a king known as 
litunga. 
In 1830, the Lozi Kingdom was invaded 
by the Kololo who conquered them and 
started ruling them. However, in 1864, the 
Lozi regained their independence from 
the Kololo after a successful uprising 
led by Lewanika. After defeating the 
Kololo, Lewanika began to re-organise 
the kingdom and centralise power. By 
doing so, he made a lot of enemies both among the Lozi people and other 
Kingdoms. During the British invasion of Borotse land, Lewanika led the Lozi 
to collaborate.

Lewanika
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Reasons why Lewanika collaborated

Lewanika collaborated with the Europeans because of the following major 
reasons:
1.	 He feared the Germans and the Portuguese who had conquered 

neighbouring regions.

2.	 He feared he could be attacked and removed from power by neighbouring 
communities for example, the Ndebele.

3.	 The killing of Lobengula of the Ndebele by the British was met with 
eagerness to collaborate by the Lozi people.

4.	 He wanted military support to control chiefs.

5.	 He hoped that European missionaries would educate him and his people.

Group work

1.	 Find out whether the following African leaders responded through 
collaboration or resistance.

i)	 Kabaka Mwanga of Buganda. 
ii)	 Mandika of west Africa under Samouri Toure. 
iii)	 Buganda under Kabaka Mutesa 1.
iv)	 Wanga under Nabongo Mumia.

2.	 Draw a table to match those who resisted and the people they 
represented.

Note

Even after collaborating, Africans still lost their resources to the Europeans. 
For example, the Lozi’s Barotseland was alienated by the British as many 
Africans in the kingdom were rendered landless.

b)	 Resistance 

Some African communities opposed European efforts to colonise them. An 
example of a leader who led his people to resist is Samouri Toure of Mandika 
and Omukama Kablega of Bunyoro Kingdom.

Samouri Toure

Samori Toure was the founder of the Mandika Empire. He is one of the most 
remarkable leaders in the history of African nationalism. He led Mandika 
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people in a prolonged resistance against the French invasion in West Africa.
He was born in Sanankoro village in the modern state Guinea. He was a 
famous trader who gained alot of wealth. He also served in the army for 
seven years. It was from this that he learned war tactics which would help him 
to fight the French.
When the French approached their empire in 1882, Samori Toure united the 
Mandika states into an empire. He made Bissandugu his capital. Mandika 
Empire became one of the largest empires in West Africa.
The war between Mandika and French broke out in 1891. Both sides had 
accused each other of violating a treaty that had been signed between Samori 
Toure and the French. This war lasted for more than seven years. Samori 
Toure finally was defeated after seven years of colonialism. The French arms 
were too much for his army which had fought gallantly for a long time.
Samori Toure was captured by the French in 1898. He was exiled in Gabon 
where he died in 1900.

Factors that enabled Samori Toure to resist for a long time

1.	 Islam as a state religion in Mandika Empire helped to unite the Mandika 
forces. In fact to them, they were staging a jihad (holy war) against the 
French who were Christians.

2.	 Samori  Toure had been a trader who was familiar with the geographical 
layout of his empire. This helped him during his war against the French.

3.	 He used diplomacy and negotiation before resorting to war.
4.	 He had a powerful army. He had a standing army that could be called 

upon to go to war when need arise.
5.	 His army was equipped with modern weapons which had been bought 

from European traders.
6.	 His soldiers were skilled in warfare. This is because some of them had 

served in colonial army.
7.	 The Mandika used scorched-earth policy of destroying crops and villages 

and evacuating the people from areas that were about to be occupied 
by the enemy forces. This was meant to deny the enemy food and people 
to work for them.

8.	 He also had a local factory for guns.
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Pair work

Read the story of Samouri Toure and answer the questions in the table below. 

When was Lewanika born?

Name the European country that Samouri 
Toure was fighting.

What was the name of the people he led?

Reasons why he was defeated 

1.	 The French had superior weapons than the ones he had. 

2.	 He lacked support from other African leaders. 

3.	 The French interfered with his trade which was the main source of 
wealth to the empire.

Reasons why Samouri Toure resisted colonial rule 

i)	 He wanted to retain his political 
independence. 

ii)	 To protect Islam against pagan. 

iii)	 To protect his commercial activities and 
monopoly in the region.

iv)	 To protect his rule, powerful influence and 
possession of the Mandika.

v)	 His plan in expansion in the region of the 
same area was threatened. 

Class work

1.	 Describe how the scorched-earth policy worked as it was used by 
Samouri Toure.

2.	 What do you think were the lasting effects of this fighting technique?

Samori Toure
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Activity 6	 Migration in South America

Migration is a movement from one place to another often of a large group 
of people or animals. 
South America has been experiencing significant changes in migration within 
the last decades. It has experienced people’s movement within the region 
mostly for labour reasons. This migration has led to the improvement of 
South America’s economy. Example of countries in South America which have 
attracted the most significant regional migration are:
•	 Argentina 
•	 Brazil 
•	 Chile 

Note

All those who migrated into South America in 18th and 19th Century, were 
taken as slaves to provide labour in plantations, farms and homes.

Learning point

Imagine you are offered an opportunity to move to South America.
Explain the reasons why you would grab the opportunity positively.

Activity 7	 Migration in North America

North America has also experienced migration of people from within and 
outside the continent. There has been an influx of people into America from 
other places in the world mainly to seek better life. United States of America 
has had an economic expansion in the last two Centuries making it one of the 
largest economies in the world. This has attracted migration of people.

Reasons for people’s migration to North America 

1.	 To look for new opportunities. 

2.	 To search for religious freedom. 

3.	 To look for lands to settle. 

4.	 To look for money.

5. 	 Search for better living standards.

6.  	 Search for employment opportunities.



14

Pair work

1.	 Discuss the reasons why many Africans are crossing the mediterranean 
sea everyday to enter Europe.

2.	 Write down the main points in your notebooks.

Importance of migration and settlement in the world

i)	 Expansion of economy of the countries where people migrate to. 

ii)	 Labour supply of foreign workers. 

iii)	 Opening of large plantation farms and productivity.

iv)	 Establishment and expansion of industries.

v)	 Leads to cultural exchange among people.

vi)	 Increases population in the countries where people migrate to and 
reduces in the countries where people are fleeing.

Group work

Migration take jobs and destroy economies.” Organise a debate about this 
statement. 

Activity 8	 Colonialism in America

America is a vast land which is divided into two continents. These countries 
are North and South America.
America was colonised by various European powers starting from 15th 

Century.
Spain was the first European power to colonise the largest area from North 
America and the Caribbean to the south tip of South America.
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A map of the two American continents showing the European colonies.

The basic colonisation of America in large began in 15th Century (1492) when 
Spanish expedition headed by explorer 
Christopher Columbus sailed west to 
find a new trade to the Far East but 
landed in the’ New World’. He had good 
impression about America and staged 
colonialism towards it.

Other powers such as France also 
founded colonies in America. France 
found colonies in the North Eastern 
part of America, a number of Caribbean 
islands and small coastal parts of South 
America.
Portugal colonised Brazil and some parts 
of Canada. 

Christopher Columbus
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The age of exploration was the beginning of territorial expansion for several 
European powers.
In 19th Century, it is estimated that 50 million Europeans were living in both 
American continents.
France and Britain also gained entry into America in late 17th Century and 
occupied Caribbean islands, which had often been conquered by the Spanish. 
United States of America was colonised by British. It gained its independence 
in 1776.

Effects of colonialism in  America

Colonialism in America had adverse effects to both north and southern 
continents. The later British colonialism in North  America had a lot of impacts 
as listed below.
•	 Much of American land was alienated and put under plantations by 

Europeans.
•	 Many people especially, Asians and Africans were taken as slaves to 

work in the plantations.
•	 Gave rise to the mullatoes in America.
•	 Led to English settlements in America.

Note

America got independence in 1776 from British imperialists. Even though it 
was spain that colonised Northern America in larger extent, in later years 
Britain took charge of much of today’s America.

Pair work

The United State of America was colonised just like African countries. Examine the 
reasons why it is more developed compared to African countries.

Group work

Discuss the following questions and present your answers in class.

1.	 What were the similarities between colonialism in American continents 
and Africa. 

2.	 Analyse the major lessons African countries should learn from the United 
States of America’s development after its independence in 1776.
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Activity 9	 Contributions of colonial rule

Colonialism contributions to the African continent were social, political and 
economical. The contributions depended on the European countries that took  
up African states as their colonies.  These contributions were both positive 
and negative as outlined below;
Positive contributions
  1.	 Introduction of Christianity in Africa.
  2.	 Missionaries brought education in Africa by establishing missionary 

schools. 
  3.	 The Europeans protected Africans against their enemies by introducing 

modern weapons such as guns. 
  4.	 Europeans brought new technology to Africa. For example, tools used 

for farming. 
  5.	 Introduction of new crops like maize, pawpaw, cassava and manioc from 

the New World.
  6.	 Building of infrastructures like medical facilities, transport and 

communication network, schools and established plantations for growing 
crops.

  7.	 Introduction of new languages like French, English and Portuguese. 
  8.	 More jobs were created for Africans. 
  9.	 It made the world aware of African culture. 
10.	 Better and stronger institutions were established.

Negative contributions
1.	 Enslavement of Africans to the new lands. 
2.	 Introduction of forced labour. 
3.	 Dilution of African culture. 
4.	 African religion was destroyed by the introduction of Christianity.
5.	 Separation of tribes due to partition of Africa.
6.	 Taking away most of African Resources. 
7.	 It led to social inequality as those who were employed by the colonial 

administration felt proud and more superior than others.
8.	 Africans lost their lives and their properties.

Individual work

Colonialism in Africa was majorly seen as a brutal attempt by Europeans to 
exercise their power and dominance over other races.  
Explain five reasons why you think colonialism was good.
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Revision questions 

1.	 Describe one African response towards the British government in the 
colonial Sudan.

2.	 Discuss the major reasons why a person might move from Imatong state 
to Juba.

3.	 Draw a table to illustrate the major African leaders that led both 
resistances and collaborations in Africa.

4.	 If colonial imperialists would decide to colonise South Sudan today, what 
things in South Sudan would attract them to come?

5.	 Suggest and explain possible things Africa in general should consider 
improving in order to curb emigration of its people to European countries 
today.

6.	 Suggest possible measures African countries should put in place to curb 
emigration of their citizens to European countries today.
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New words

Atmosphere A layer of gases surrounding the planet. 

Damming Making a barrier to obstruct the flow of water.

Greenhouse A structure with walls and roof made of transparent 
materials with plants under regulated climatic conditions 
to grow.

Influence Ability to create an effect on how someone will act.

Interfere Taking part in the affairs of someone without them wanting 
you to.

Irrigation Application of controlled amounts of water to plants at 
needed intervals.

Moderate To keep within measured limits.

Occur To take place.

Pastoralists A group of people that rear cattle and often move from 
one place to another in search of pasture and water.

Reliable Something that can be depended on.
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Activity 1	 Definition of climate

Pair work

Look at the picture above.

1.	 Discuss what is happening in the picture.

2.	 What do you think are causes of these changes in the picture above.

Weather is the daily change in occurrence of temperature, rain, clouds, 
humidity, wind and sunshine at a particular time and place.
Climate is defined as the average weather conditions of a place over a long 
period of time.  Mostly it is a period of thirty to thirty five years. 
Climate can also mean weather condition of a place studied and recorded for 
a long time.
Rainfall is one of the factors that produce climate.

Group work

1.	 Research from the resource person about weather and climate conditions 
in the past 5 to 10 years.

2.	 Compare with the current weather and climate conditions.

3.	 Explain the changes in the above comparisons.








































































































































